
ments during the last  
year. In addition, we    
invite you to visit our 
website at 
www.kcee.wichita.edu.       
If you need additional   
information, please call 
me at (316) 978-5165 or 
send an e-mail message to 
jim.graham@wichita.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jim Graham 
KCEE President 

    At the 
time that this newsletter 
was written, our global 
economy was experienc-
ing a crisis. This, of 
course, underscores the 
need for the services of 
the Kansas Council on 
Economic Education 
(KCEE). The KCEE’s 
mission is to insure that 
our youth are literate in 
personal finance and 
economics. Such literacy 
will help to avoid future 
economic and financial 

crises while contributing 
to more meaningful lives. 
 The KCEE will 
celebrate its 50th anni-
versary in May 2009.  
We sincerely appreciate 
your support—financial 
and otherwise. Your 
continuing support will 
enable us to provide our 
outstanding programs 
and, with increased sup-
port, to expand our out-
reach. This newsletter 
provides information 
concerning our achieve-

The KCEE is a non-
profit educational or-
ganization.  Therefore, 
all contributions to the 
KCEE are tax deductible. 
Although it is a separate 
legal entity, the KCEE is 
affiliated with all of the 
six state universities in 
Kansas and is based in 
the W. Frank Barton 
School of Business at 
Wichita State University. 

The KCEE leverages its 
ability to reach as many 
youth as possible by 
teaching their teachers 
so they can incorporate 
the appropriate eco-
nomics and personal fi-
nance concepts in their 
classroom experiences. 
The KCEE provides cur-
riculum materials that 
meet the state and na-
tional standards and can 

provide everything that 
is needed to teach eco-
nomics and personal fi-
nance. In addition to the 
curriculum materials, the 
KCEE provides several 
programs that are very 
popular in the class-
rooms. These programs 
include the Stock Market 
Game, LifeSmarts, and 
Financial Foundations for 
Kids. 

  Letter From the President... 

What Is KCEE? 
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As our leaders 
strive to resolve 
the global eco-
nomic crisis, the 
work of the 
Kansas Council 
on Economic 
Education 
could not be 
more essential. 
With many of 
the KCEE’s 
current and 
prospective 
funding sources 
facing liquidity 
issues, the 
KCEE antici-
pates funding 
challenges. 
Your financial 
support as well 
as your assis-
tance in leading 
us to new fund-
ing sources are 
crucial. We sin-
cerely appreci-
ate everything 
that you do for 
the KCEE! 

Economic Education 
Kansas Council ON 
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“KCEE is a 

non-profit 

educational 

organization.”   

KCEE Programs 
The LifeSmarts pro-
gram is known as “the 
Ultimate Consumer 
Challenge.” It is pro-
vided nationally by the 
National Consumers 
League and is coordi-
nated in Kansas by the 
KCEE. Students in mid-
dle and high school 
study and then compete 
in answering questions 
concerning personal 
finance, consumer 
rights and responsibili-
ties, health and safety, 
technology, and the en-
vironment. In the proc-
ess, they learn impor-
tant decision-making 
skills as they prepare 
for adulthood. The 
team from Salina South 
High School won the 
state varsity champi-
onship and went on to 
finish in the top five in 
the national champion-
ship in Minneapolis.  

Financial Founda-
tions for Kids (FF4K) 
was developed and 
copyrighted by the 
KCEE. Designed for 
youth in grades kinder-
garten through 8, FF4K 
provides standards-
based interactive com-
puter courseware les-
sons. FF4K is one of the 
finest tools available for 
teaching personal fi-
nance and economics to 
its target audience. 

The Stock Market 
Game (SMG) celebrated 
30 years in Kansas with 
the SMG Tribute Dinner.  
This event brought many 
old and new faces to-
gether for a great cele-
bration while hearing 
from teachers and stu-
dents. The SMG is a fun 
and motivational tool 
used to teach concepts 
and skills that will be 
used for the rest of the 
students’ lives. The SMG 
promotes a better un-
derstanding of our eco-
nomic and financial sys-
tems while emphasizing 
math, social studies, and 
reading. After learning 
the basic concepts, the 
students form teams and 
invest a hypothetical 
$100,000 in online port-
folios with real compa-
nies and real prices. The 
SMG is available to stu-
dents in fourth grade 
through college/adult.                

 

The KCEE’s Poster 
Contest allows stu-
dents in grades K-8 to 
illustrate economics 
concepts. They compete 
against each other to 
win cash for classrooms. 

 The KCEE has begun two significant new initiatives. First, through a re-
quest and with funding from Koch Industries, the KCEE is providing economic and 
financial literacy programs both after school and in the summer at the Boys and 
Girls Club of Wichita. This brings essential training to underprivileged youth. 
Moreover, it creates interest that should enhance the acceptance of the KCEE’s 
programs in the schools attended by these youth. 
 Angela Howie, the KCEE’s Program Manager, was invited to attend an or-
ganizational meeting for a new entrepreneurship magnet school in Wichita’s USD 
259. After discussing the need for economic literacy, economics will also be em-
phasized in the curriculum. The Adams Economics and Entrepreneurship Magnet 
School hopes to begin operation next August. The Federal Reserve Bank of Kan-
sas City has advised that this will be just the fourth economics magnet school in 
the United States. Congratulations to Angela for this and all of her many accom-
plishments! 

NEW 
Initiatives 

→ 

Olathe South High Students  
participate in the Stock Mar-
ket Game as Congressman 
Dennis Moore looks on.  

Chris Biggs, David Brant 

and Jim Parrish receive an 

award for the long-term 

support of the Kansas 

Securities Commisioner at 

the SMG Tribute Dinner. 

Salina South High School   
2008 LifeSmarts State Champions 



Special Events 
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Teaching the Teach ers Teachers in Training      
               The KCEE trains teachers directly through work 
                                                                                shops such as its Financial Fitness Institutes that are 
held in various locations around the state each summer. Also, increasing use is being made of webinars, 
which provide training in a timely and cost effective manner. In addition to direct training, the KCEE pro-
vides educational opportunities through its affiliated Centers for Economic Education on the universities’ 
campuses. During its fiscal year ended June 30, 2008, the KCEE provided nearly $24,000 in performance 
grants to the Centers and more than $55,000 in tuition assistance for certified Kansas teachers who com-
pleted courses for graduate credit through the Centers. 

        The KCEE staged several very important and successful events in re-                      
        cent months. The Foundation for Teaching Economics was asked to 
present its highly regarded Environment and the Economy course in May. This four-day course dealing 
with the economic analysis of environmental issues was held in Wichita and drew participants from as 
far away as Mexico City. 

 
In June the KCEE joined with the Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education and the Federal Reserve Bank of Kan-
sas City to present the first Kansas Summit on Economic 
and Financial Literacy. This event brought school adminis-
trators, business and government leaders, and others to 
Topeka with the goal of increasing awareness of the need 
for education in personal finance and economics. Joe Peri, 
the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
of the National Council on Economic Education, was the 
keynote speaker. Panel discussions with subject area ex-
perts as panelists were conducted. A video of Senator Pat 
Roberts stressing the need for economic and financial lit-
eracy was shown. 
 
 

 

 
During June and July the KCEE presented three two-day workshops 
about the economics of sports. Entitled Sports & Econ 101, these ses-
sions were held in Wichita, Hays, and Lawrence. The participants 
heard presentations about the economic impact of various sporting 
events and venues. After each presentation,  KCEE’s instructors dis-
cussed the economics concepts related to the presentation. A ban-
quet was held during the evening of the first day of each event with 
Mitch Holthus, the Voice of the Kansas City Chiefs, as the keynote 
speaker. These events were designed to attract social studies teach-
ers, many of whom also are coaches. They were successful in achiev-
ing the intent of getting teachers who had never participated in the 

KCEE’s programs involved for the future. For example, some teachers attended the Sports and Econ 
101 event in Wichita and immediately enrolled in the following week’s Financial Fitness Institute. 

Joe Peri, NCEE; Jim Graham, KCEE;  Lynn Vasquez, 
KSDE; Kevin Glendening, OSBC; Tom Foster, KSDE all 
pose at the 2008 Kansas Summit.  

Mitch Holthus, the voice of the KC Chiefs,  
talks at Sports & Econ 101 in Wichita. 



$225,000 + 
Office of the State Bank Commissioner 

$50,000 + 
FHLBank Topeka 
Kansas Board of Regents 

$20,000 + 
Kansas Bankers Association 
Office of the Kansas Securities Commissioner 

$10,000 + 
American Century Investments 
Cloud L. Cray Foundation 
Fred C. and Mary R. Koch Foundation 

$5,000 + 
Allen Gibbs & Houlik L.C. 
Financial Fitness Foundation, Inc. 
The Kansas Society of Certified Public Accountants, Inc.. 
Koch Industries, Inc. 
Piping & Equipment Co., Inc. 
Norman & Elaine Polsky Family Supporting Foundation 
Scholfield 
Westar Energy Foundation 

$2,000 + 
Anonymous Donor 
CBIZ 
Intrust Bank, NA of Wichita 
Jump$tart Kansas 
Kansas Contractors Association 
National Council on Economic Education through a grant from 
the US Dept. of Education, Office of Innovation & Improvement 
MKEC Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
Preferred Health Systems 
Security Benefit 
Sprint Nextel 
Valley View State Bank 

$1,000 + 
Cox Communications, Inc. 
Emprise Bank 
FBL Financial Group, Inc. 
Kansas Gas Service, A division of ONEOK, Inc. 
Parrish Hotel Corporation 
David & Kathy Robertson 
Securities Industry Association Southern/South Central District 

$500 + 
Central Bank and Trust Co. 
Cereal Food Processors, Inc. 
DeBoer Family Fondation 
Delta Dental of Kansas 
The Kansas Farm Bureau Foundation 
Latshaw Enterprises, Inc. 
Lockton Companies, Grover Simpson and Bryan Norton 
McClelland Sound, Inc. 
Merrill Companies, LLC 
Midwest Energy, Inc. 
National Cooperative Refinery Association 
Salina Education Foundation 
Bob & Pat Schmidt 

$100 + 
1st National Bank in Fredonia 
Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball, Chtd 
Alden State Bank 
Bankers' Bank of Kansas NA 
Baxter & Associates, Inc. 
Berry Foundation 
Bruce Buehler 
Al Campbell 
Capitol Plaza Hotel 
Daniel M. Carney 
Centera Bank 
Central National Bank 
Sally and Don Chesser 
Chisholm Trail State Bank 
Cochener Family Charitable Fund 
Dealers Leasing 
Denison State Bank-Holton 
Extru-Tech, Inc. 
Farmers Alliance Companies 
Farmers State Bank of Westmoreland 
Farmers State Bank-Oakley 
Financial Partners, LLC -  
Dennis A LeFevre, CFP ™ 
In Memory of Ruth G. Fink 
First Kansas Bank - Hoisington 
First National Bank in Cimarron 
First National Bank of Hutchinson 
First National Bank of Scott City 
First National Bank of Smith Center 
Dr. John Graham 
Great Plains Manufacturing Inc. 
Jim and Carolyn Grier 
The Halstead Bank 
Frank & Betty Hendrick Foundation 
J & R Sand Company., Inc. 
Johnson State Bank 
The Kansas State Bank of Overbrook 
Steve and Susan Kromer 
Denis A. Kurtenbach 
Lawrence Paper Company 
Jerry and Nancy Lonergan 
Martin K. Eby Construction Co., Inc. 
Metcalf Bank 
Mid-Continent Energy Corporation 
Mr. Robert J. Moore 
James T. Neslage 
Jerome R. Noll 
Parrish Corporation 
Peabody State Bank 
Rose Hill Bank 
Carol Rupe 
Shelley Electric Inc. 
Sherwood Construction Co., Inc. 
Smith & Loveless, Inc. 
SNB Bank of Wichita 
St Marys State Bank 
Bert Stalker 
State Bank of Bern - Axtell Branch 
Stockgrowers State Bank of Maple Hill 
Sunflower Bank, NA 
Union State Bank of Arkansas City 
United Teachers of Wichita 
John K. Vanier Family Fund 
Varney's Book Store 
Wachovia Securities 
Wichita Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Yoder Financial Group 

$25 + 
David and Deba Brant 
Community Bank of the Midwest 
Elk State Bank - Clyde 
Garvey Kansas Foundation  
(In Memory of Willard W. Garvey) 
Golden Plains Credit Union 
Great Plains Communications Service  
& Supply, Inc. 
Holton National Bank 
Power-Flame, Inc. 
John P. Smith 
Taylor Forge Engineered Systems, Inc. 

You can sponsor economic edu-

cation in schools in numerous 

ways. Through the Kansas Coun-

cil on Economic Education, you 

can donate funds to LifeSmarts, 

Financial Foundations for Kids, 

The Stock Market Game, Finan-

cial Fitness Institute, Poster Con-

test, and Corporate Trivia Chal-

lenge. These are great ways to get 

involved with helping spread eco-

nomic and financial literacy to 

students in Kansas. 

More than ever, we need your 

help now. The economy has hit a 

crucial point, allowing teachers 

the best real world experience 

when teaching students about 

economics. By supporting a pro-

gram, you are not only instilling 

children with the knowledge of 

economics, but helping them to 

become smart consumers.  By 

helping now, we will help the 

youth of our country avoid the 

economic troubles we are cur-

rently facing. 

Just  contact Jim Graham at 

Jim.Graham@wichita.edu or at 

316-978-5165 for sponsorship 

opportunities.   

Thanks to our Special Donors P A G E  4  



Distinguished Fellows 
Ross Beach 

Kansas Natural Gas, Inc. (Retired) 
Hays, KS 

Al Campbell 
President 

A.A. Doerr Mercantile Co. 
Larned, KS 

William Caton 
Development Director 

Excel Development Group 
Topeka, KS 

C.L. (Bud) Cray, Jr. 
Midwest Grain Products, Inc. (Retired) 

Atchison, KS 

Richard Cray 
The Cloud L. Cray Foundation 

Kansas City, MO 

Dr. John Graham 
Executive –in-Residence,  

KSU College of Business Administration 
Executive Vice President/CEO (Retired) 

Kansas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies 
Manhattan, KS 

Dr. Ted Haggart 
President 

Douglas County Bank. 
Lawrence, KS 

Marynell Reece 
Reece Construction Co. (Retired) 

Scandia, KS 

Dr. Daniel Rupp (Deceased) 
Former Director 

Center for Economic Education 
Fort Hays State University 

Fort Hays, KS 

Harold Stones 
Special Projects Director 

Senator Pat Roberts Office 
Kansas Bankers Association (Retired) 

Topeka, KS  

 
  

Board of  Directors  
Scott Oberkrom - Chair 

American Century Investments 

Dan Ramlow  - Chair-Elect 
Kansas Contractors Association 

Carol Rupe – Past Chair  
Kansas State Board of Education 

Sheryl Garrett, CFP - Secretary 
Garrett Planning Network 

Paul Babich – Treasurer 
United Teachers of Wichita 

Larry Britegam 
Sunflower Bank, NA 

Richard K. Burke 
Dodge City Community College 

Brian Docking 
A.G. Edwards/Wachovia Securities 

Jill Docking 
Financial Fitness Foundation 

Martin K. Eby, Jr. 
Eby Corporation  

Beverly J. Gaines 
1st National Bank in Fredonia 

Diane Gjerstad 
Wichita Public Schools 

Brad Hodges 
FHLBank Topeka 

Lowell C. Jones 
Federal Reserve Bank  

of Kansas City 

Troy Jordan 
INTRUST Bank, NA. 

Keith Lane 
Kansas Gas Service 

Gary Miller 
Wichita State University 

Alexa Posny 
Kansas Department of Education 

Tim Richards 
Workforce Solutions 

Tony A. Scott 
Kansas Society of CPAs 

Brad Stauffer 
Security Benefit Group of Companies 

Chuck Stones 
Kansas Bankers Association 

 John Wadsworth 
Piping & Equipment Co., Inc. 

Alex Williams 
The Halstead Bank 

Tim Wooding 
The Executive Mortgage Group, Inc                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

KCEE Ex-Officio 

R.L. Beach  
Intrust Bank 

Jim Maag 
Kansas Bankers Association-Retired 

Deryl Schuster 
BLC Financial Network of Mid-

America, Inc.  

Don Schepker 
Stormont-Vail Foundation  

Harold Stones 
Special Projects Director 

Senator Pat Roberts Office  

  KCEE Staff 

Jim Graham 
President 

Jim.Graham@wichita.edu  
316-978-5165 

Angela Howie 
Program Manager 

Angela.Howie@wichita.edu 
316-978-5183 

Patty Rivers 
Student Assistant  

Rachel Groene 
Student Assistant  

1845 N. Fairmount, Box 203  Wichita State University        

              Wichita, KS 67260-0203 

     316-978-5183 (phone)   316-978-5164 (fax) 

                           www.kcee.wichita.edu           
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